
Our current transportation system in Vermont has many problems.  It is a major source of air pollution.   

Transportation is the source of 46% of the greenhouse emissions and 55% of the nitrogen oxide 

emissions.  It is very difficult to get by in Vermont without an automobile.  Public transit is only available 

at very limited times and locations. 

We are proposing legislation to allow and encourage the development a more modern transportation 

system, that is safer, less polluting, more reliable, more accessible for individuals with disabilities, and 

available on demand 24/7.  The legislation does this by allowing companies to develop personal rapid 

transit (PRT) on public right of ways. 

The construction of a PRT system would create many jobs including high paying jobs. 

The advantages of a PRT system are numerous: 

1) The capital investment costs will be born by investors, not taxpayers. 

2) The full costs of the transportation are seen and felt every time someone chooses to travel 

somewhere.  The money that can be saved by walking/biking will be apparent on every trip. 

3) Personal rapid transit is elevated so that the ground level is available for pedestrians, bicyclists, 

children playing, domestic animals, wild animals and plants. 

4) PRT pods are private but podpooling is encourage allowing individuals to slit the bill multiple ways. 

5) The density of a PRT network can be much greater than a train or subway network.  With train 

networks, automobiles are frequently needed to get people to and from the train stations. 

6) With automobile transportation, more automobiles are needed than the number of automobiles on 

the road at a given time.  With PRT only a few more pods are needed than the maximum needed during 

peak traffic hours. 

7) Vast parking ares are required to hold all of the stationary automobiles.  This is not needed with PRT. 

8) PRT is safe because it is computer controlled and separated from other modes of transportation. 

9) Because PRT is computer controlled the amount of unpleasant interactions between police and 

citizens is reduced. 

10) Less pollution because PRT uses power from the electric grid rather than burning fossil fuels. 

11) PRT offers non-stop travel between points.  This reduces energy consumption and gets people to 

their destinations quicker. 

12) Children, elderly, disabled, injured, sleepy, and intoxicated individuals can safely use PRT. 

13) The time wasted driving automobiles can be used for other activities such as working online or 

sleeping. 



14) PRT can encourage tourism because preprogrammed tour routes can be devised. 

15) No more getting lost. 

16) PRT pods do not have to carry the weight of fuel or engines. 

 


